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After leaving the subject of the birth of the Savior for amoment—Isaiah now speaks of the punishment that would befall
Ephraim and Syria. In Isaiah 9 the prophet returns to the Messianic prediction with great force.

vV. 1-4. The Lord commands Isaiah to write upon a
large tablet the words, TQWU‘?‘?@?WUD, Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, representing the impending attack of
Assyria upon the Northern Kingdom and her partner in
crime, Syria. Through the law of witnesses, Isaiah is
commanded to make this event perfectly clear in the
minds of the people. The prophet’swife gives Isaiah a
new son, who is also named by the same name, Maher-
shalal-hash-baz. Before Isaiah’s son could cry avi
(papi) or am-mi (mami) Assyriawould be upon
Ephraim and Syria.

1 1 MOREOVER the word of the LORD
said unto me: Take thee a great roll, and
write in it with a man’s pen, concerning
Maher-shalal-hash-baz.”

¥ In making speed to the spoil he hasteneth they prey, or, Make
speed &c.

MOREOQOVER the word of the LORD said unto me. The
Hebrew text connects this with the preceding chapter

through a 7, normal ly trandated asasimple “and,” but

whose meaning fits well with the moreover in the KJV.
The Prophet Joseph Smith clarified the passage to
include the “word of the Lord,” 71}77) 127, Thisis

similar to what we find in Jeremiah 1:4 and 1:13. There
are many ways individuals can receive the word of the
Lord, including seeing an apparition, hearing an audible
voice, or being moved by the till small voice of the
Spirit. § Take thee a great roll. Gesenius explains that a
]1"?3, or tablet, was normally “made of wood, stone, or
metal, on which anything isinscribed.” HALOT adds
leather or papyrusto thislist. Metal tablets or plates are
of special interest to usas LDS, as the Book of Mormon
was inscribed on thin metal plates.! The etymology of

the word tablet (ﬂ‘?;) isinteresting, asit is associated
by Hebrew scholars to Amos 3:7, the process of

lonthe topic of ancient metal plates or tablets, used to inscribe
writings, see Chapter 10, “ Ancient Records on Metal Plates’ in
Franklin S. Harris, Jr., The Book of Mormon: Message and Evidences,
2nd. ed, Chapter 10, pp.98-108.

revealing hidden things to the Lord' s servants, the
prophets (TWQOT), or to uncover, make clear or clarify
(HALOT). Thisisto be no ordinary roll, but rather, a
large tablet, 51'[; ]1“?3. f And writein it. Either
write or engrave upon it, asin Jeremiah 31:33b, “1 will
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my
people.” Barnes explains: “ On these tablets, or smooth
plates, writing was performed by cutting the |etters with
an iron stylus, or small chisel. The process was slow,
but the writing was permanent” (Barnes). { With a

man’s pen, Wﬁl?ﬁ D773, Rather than pen, with an
engraving tool. A similar expression, “after a cubit of a
man” W‘S'ﬂ?_ﬁ&;, is found in Deuteronomy 3:11b.
Except that in Deuteronomy for ‘man’ we have &

instead of Eﬁlkj. A number of commentators suggest

that there is an intended connection here, especially
since the Syriac in Deuteronomy has “... according to
the measure of the cubit of giants.” Theideaisthat the
engraving would be quite large, asif written by agiant.
1 Concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz. It is quite
possible that Isaiah was simply commanded to fill the
large tablet only with: T;WU‘?‘?@NUD,
Mahershalalhashbaz (or, to speed to the spoil, he
hasteneth the prey, LDS HEB). That is, the Lord would
fall upon the enemies of Judah. These characters would
have had to be quite large to fill the large tablet. A sort
of banner, if you will. Perhapsit was placed in such a
way that passersby may have been able to gaze upon it
(Calvin). Much like the Title of Liberty in the Book of
Mormon. { Isaiah had been commended to write down
this prophecy. Keeping ajournal of our spiritual
experiencesisaway to show gratitude to the Lord for
the manifestation of His holy hand in our lives.

2 And | took unto me faithful withnesses to
record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the
son of Jeberechiah.




And | took unto me faithful witnesses to record.
Knowing of theincredulity of man, the Lord takes pains
to command Isaiah that he seek for withesses who can
later testify of the truth of this prophecy regarding the
Assyrian invasion of Damascus and Samaria. Thisisa
frequent theme in Isaiah, that the Lord shows His
mighty hand: “Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not |
told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are
even my witnesses’ (Isaiah 44:8a). The key point here
isthe lest thou shouldest say principle (that is, the
giving of credit to anyone or anything instead of God):
“1 have even from the beginning declared it to thee;
before it came to pass| shewed it thee: lest thou
shouldest say...” (Isaiah 48:53). The Lord knew that
evil and designing men would, both in that day and in
the latter days, teach that prophets were wise men who
could discern the signs of their own times—but could
not predict the future. To them, “prophecy is nothing
more than an expression of men’s fears and longings,”
and furthermore, “The fundamental principle of the
rationalistic school is that there cannot be distinct
foresight of the distant future.”2 In order to counteract
the wresting of the scriptures, the Lord has given usthe
law of witnesses, such that “1n the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word be established” (2
Corinthians 13:1b). § Uriah the priest, and Zechariah
the son of Jeberechiah. The name of the two witnesses
is given here. Numerous exegetes suggest that Uriah is
the same wicked priest who helped Ahaz corrupt the
true worship of Yahweh (see 2 Kings 16:10 ff.).
Certainly, we know from the history of the Church that
all three Book of Mormon witnesses remained true in
their role as awitness, despite their falling away from
the Church. Whileit is possible that Uriah was the same
individual in 2 Kings 16, | go along with Naegel sbach
in suggesting the evidence is simply too flimsy to make
such an assertion.

3 And | went” unto the prophetess; and
she conceived and bare a son. Then said
the LORD to me: Call his name, Maher-
shalal-hash-baz.

v approached

And | went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and
bare a son. The prophetess (iT8¥"2377) here stands for

the wife of the prophet (X*2377) Isaiah. She conceived

ababy boy. 1 Then said the LORD to me: Call his
name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz. Thisisthe name

2 Elliott, Charles. Old Testament Prophecy: Its nature, organic
connection with Old Testament history, messianic prophecy, and New
Testament fulfilment. New York, A. C. Armstrong and Son. 1889,
p.58.
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inscribed in the scroll mentioned in verse 1:
r;w::r‘v‘;ghm;, i.e., To speed to the spoil, he
hasteneth the prey (LDS HEB). Once again, the Lord

would permit great damage to come upon the enemy of
His people.

4 For befere behold, the child shall not
have knowledge to cry, My father, and my
mother, before the riches of Damascus
and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken

away before the king of Assyria.”

v or, hethat is before the king of Assyria shall take away the riches,
&c.

For behold, the child shall not have knowledge to cry,
My father, and my mother. One of the first words that
infants speak are those equivalent to father and mother
in their native languages. Or, as Rawlinson points out,
the Hebrew equivalent is closer to papi or mami. The

Hebrew for my father is "2 (avi), and for my mother
7N (im-mi).3 Before T;WU5?@WUD could say

either "X or 1N, the prophecies mentioned next
would come to pass. Depending on how precocious the
children are, the time may vary for such verbalization.
Theindication, at any rate, isthat the time was
imminent. Lowth puts atime period asfollows: “The
prophecy was accordingly accomplished within three
years; when Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, went up
against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of
it captive to Kir, and slew Retsin [i.e., Rezin]; and also
took the Reubenites and the Gadites, and the half-tribe
of Manasseh, and carried them captive to Assyria, 2
Kings 15:29; 16:9; 1 Chronicles 5:26.” Delitzsch feels
the time between the child’ s birth and the coming
invasion was closer to ayear.# Delitzsch tells us that
there was nothing consolatory in the nature of the

3 |nteresti ngly, my first granddaughter, Eliza Marie Billikopf, calls
my wife FTRN (im-mah).

4« Itistrue that Tiglath-pileser only conquered Damascus, and not
Samaria; but he took from Pekah, the king of Samaria, the land
beyond the Jordan, and a portion of the land on this side. The trophies,
which he took thence to Assyria, were no less the spoil of Samaria
than if he had conquered Samaria itself (which Shalmanassar did
twenty years afterwards). The birth of Maher-shalal took place about
three-quarters of ayear later than the preparation of thetable ...; and
the time appointed, from the birth of the boy till the chastisement of
the allied kingdoms, was about ayear. Now, the Syro-Ephraimitish
war did not commence later than the first year of the reign of Ahaz,
i.e. the year 743, and the chastisement by Tiglath-pileser occurred in
the lifetime of the allies, whereas Pekah was assassinated in the year
739, the interval between the commencement of the war and the
chastisement of the allies cannot have been more than three years; so
that the preparation of the table must not be assigned to a much later
period than the interview with Ahaz.”



prophecy, as Assyriawould also come upon Judah, and
not just her enemies. Y Before the riches of Damascus
and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away.
Damascus was the capital of Syria, and Samaria, the
capital of Israel. The capitals were the center of the
riches of many nations, and also the capitals often stand
for the nations themselves. 1 Before the king of Assyria.

The word before ‘355 literally means before the face.
They were brought into the presence of the King of
Asshur (TN '[‘7?3) Calvin says: “dluding perhaps
to an ancient custom of carrying the spoils of the enemy

before the chariot of those who received a public
triumph. In like manner shall the spoils of Samaria and

Damascus be carried before the king of Assyria.”®

vV. 5-8. The people of Israel and Judah had rejected the
gentle waters of Shiloah, which represented the Temple
and the Savior. Now the torrential waters of the
Euphrates, or Assyria, would come upon them. In time,
Assyriawould not only come upon the Syro-Ephramite
coalition, but also upon Judah, and come al the way to
Jerusalem. Although Jerusalem would be spared, the
surrounding cities that formed Judah would not. In these
verses the Lord directs His comments to both houses of
Israel.

5 The LORD spake also unto me again,
saying:

The Lord continues speaking to the Prophet. This may
mean a brief interruption, or alonger one. Or a
completely new revelation. In my own lifel have
noticed a pattern wherein the Spirit may reveal
something to me and while | am still pondering the
wonder of it all, a second wave descends upon me with
additional information.

6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth the
waters of Shiloah that go softly, and
rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son;

Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah
that go softly. The Targum clearly directsitself to those
of Ephraim who had broken away from Judah: “For as
much as this people have despised (or, rejected) the
kingdom of the house of David, which ruleth over them
gently like the waters of Shiloah which flow gently, and
hath taken pleasure in Rezin and in the son of
Remaliah.” Rather than the kind or gentle rule of the

5 Likewise, the mutilated arms of those who tried to scatter the flocks
of King Lamoni were brought before him after being defeated by
Ammon (Alma 17:26-39).
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Davidic kings, the gentle waters instead represent the
House of the Lord and the Lord Himself. JFB notes the

displeasurein “this people” (i177 QY7) rather than

“my people’ (*1AY). From John 9:7 we cometo

understand the meaning of Shiloah: “And said unto
him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by
interpretation, Sent.6) He went his way therefore, and
washed, and came seeing.” In the New Testament, the
Lord invites us again to partake of the living water, “If
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of
him, and he would have given thee living water. ... But
whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that | shall give him
shall bein him awell of water springing up into
everlasting life” (John 4:10b, 14). Slow moving water
will penetrate deeply into the soil; fast currents cause
soil erosion and much damage. Thereismuch irony in
all this: atree that is overwatered actually dies of thirst.
The roots rot and are not capable of taking in water.
Such were the waters represented by the Assyrian
invasion. The soft running waters of Shiloah stand for a
type of Messiah. “The brook of Shiloah, therefore,
which flowed past Zion and Moriah, became a type of
the Temple and its ailmighty but gracious Lord”
(Cheyne). Certainly, the people of Ephraim had regjected
the dedicated House of the Lord found in Jerusalem.
Jeroboam greatly feared the righteous influence that the
Temple could have on the Northern Tribes: “If this
people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at
Jerusalem,” Jeroboam reasoned, “then shall the heart of
this people turn again unto their lord” (1 Kings 12:27a).
Thus it was that King Jeroboam made idols,
“Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two
calves of gold” (1 Kings 12:28a), an dtar, and called
false priests. Thishe did in Bethel and Dan (1 Kings
12). Skinner, speaking of the waters of Shiloah, has,
“The point of the metaphor isthat the waters ... are a
type ... of the silent unobtrusive presence and majesty
of Jehovah, who ‘dwellsin mount Zion’ (v. 18; cf.
Psalms 46:4).” All of thisis another way of saying that
Israel (aswell as Judah) had refused her stay and her
staff, even the Lord, in exchange for the vanity of the
strength of man.  And rgjoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s
son. This clause is an accusation against Ephraim and
her two golden calves which stand in contrast to the
House of the Lord. At the time of Isaiah, Ephraim was
rejoicing or leaning on the confederacy between King
Pekah of Ephraim (referring to Pekah as“Remaliah’s
son” was the height of insult, see Isaiah 7:4, page 5) and
Rezin of Syria.

6 "Jil'fi?w Gesenius has “to send” for ﬂi?g?



7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth
up upon them the waters of the river,
strong and many, [even] the king of
Assyria and all his glory; and he shall
come up over all his channels, and go
over all his banks.

Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them
the waters of the river, strong and many. Not simply a

river, but the river 717737, meaning the Euphrates, here

symbolic of the Assyrian power. These overpowering
waters of theriver arein great contrast to the calm
waters of Shiloah. “This noble river, so frequently
referred to in Scripture, has its source in the mountains
of Armenia, and running in a south and south-easterly
direction, and, uniting with the Tigris below Babylon,
flowsinto the Persian Gulf. Asfar as Bir it isimpetuous
in its course; after thisit flows more or less gently
through the plains of Mesopotamia; but like the Nile,
has its annual inundations, in consequence of the
melting of the snow in Armenia, during which it often
covers great part of the adjacent country. To prevent, as
much as possible, the injury committed by these
inundations, and to divert the water so as profitably to
irrigate the fields, numerous canals were dug, and
embankments were raised, some of which were of
considerable strength. These canals the prophet calls

D°PER,7 which is used both of pipes or tubes, Job
40:18, and of the beds or channels of streams, Ezekiel

32:6, and by metonymy of brooks, and the valleys
through which they flow, Psalms 42:2; Job 6:15.

—i1773,8 abank or embankment; Chaldee X173, a

wall... *** Nothing could more fitly represent the
incursion of alarge and powerful army, than the
inundation of ariver, which breaks through every
barrier that is thrown in itsway, and sweeps al before
it” (Henderson). And when the Lord is behind such a
‘river,” well then: “Aswell might man stretch forth his
puny arm to stop the Missouri river in its decreed
course, or to turn it up stream” (D& C 121:33b). In the
ancient writings of Cyrus (557-529 BC, pp. 206-208, in
Pritchard),® we see the same analogy of armies to that
of ariver, “Hiswidespread troops—their number, like
that of the water of ariver, could not be established—
strolled along, their weapons packed away.” 1 Even the

7 In the Massoretic text, his channels TR
8 In the Massoretic text, his banks 7”13j-f;.

9 Pritchard, James B. (editor), The Ancient Near East, Volume 1:
Anthology of Texts and Pictures. Princeton University Press, 6
Paperback printing, 1973, pp. 188-210.
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king of Assyria and all his glory; and he shall come up
over all hischannels, and go over all his banks. The
influence of the king of Assyriais represented as
overflowing beyond the territory his own nation.
“Eastern kings marched in the midst of vast splendour.
They moved with all the magnificence of the court, and
were attended usually with their princes and nobles;
with a splendid retinue; and with all the insignia of
royalty” (Barnes). The expression to come up over all
his channelsis adouble allusion. Theriver Euphrates
would, like the Nile and so many riversin ancient times
before flood control measures were taken, go over its
banks and spread great distances to each side.

8 And he shall pass through Judah; he
shall overflow and go over, he shall reach
[even] to the neck; and the stretching out
of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy

land,” O Immanuel.

v fulness of the breadth of thy land shall be the stretchings out of his
wings

And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and
go over. Theinvading river of the Assyrian army would
reach all the way to Judah. Y He shall reach even to the
neck. The Targum paraphrase reads, “asfar as
Jerusalem shall he reach.” Indeed, “The prophet
compares Jerusalem here to the head of the human
body. Aswhen the waters reach to the neck of aman, he
isvery near drowning, so here, the prophet intimates
that the whole land would be deluged, and that it would
be nearly utterly destroyed” (Rabbi D. Kimchi in
Barnes). 1 And the stretching out of hiswings shall fill
the breadth of thy land. Such “ stretching out” of the
“wings’ seemsto be an allusion to the great breadth and
width of the attack by Assyria upon Judah. It would not
be a contained attack only upon Jerusalem, but the
wings imply that the waters have gone over the banks
and encompassed alarge territory. Kay observes that
the gods of the Assyrians are represented as beasts with
a“mystical head with outstretched wings.” Henderson
has, “ The prophet here drops the figure of an
overflowing river, and employs that of the extended
wings of abird, which, in various languages, are
applied to the flanks or side-bodies of an army, because
of their stretching out from the centre, and covering the
ground which they occupy” (Henderson). 1 O
Immanuel. During the time of King Hezekiah, the
armies of Assyriawould surround Jerusalem with a
tight hold upon her. If it were not for the Lord,
Immanuel or God with us, even Jerusalem would have
been taken (Isaiah 37:36). Giving utterance to the holy

name i?& 1313Y was a prayer of thanksgiving.



vv. 9-15. Thewords “far countries’ helps us understand
how the fury of the Lord would now fall upon the
nations that presently are attacking Judah. No
unhallowed hand can come upon Zion. Man should not
fear man, but God. Christ shall be a stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offence unto those who reject Him, but a
sanctuary to those who love Him.

9 1 Associate yourselves, O ye people,
and " ye shall be broken in pieces; and
give ear all ye of far countries; gird
yourselves, and ye shall be broken in
pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be

broken in pieces.
v or, yet

Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be
broken in pieces. To associate means to come together
to build, to trade, to defend, or to attack. The Hebrew
hereisthe plural, ye peoples @2, These distant
nations could associate and make mutual pacts, but such
would be of no avail unless the hand of the Lord would
alow it. At the moment it was Syria and Ephraim who
had associated themselves against Judah, but one could
also include Assyria and Babylon to the list of such
nations. At the end, it matters little who it is that fights
against Zion, for they shall not prosper. 1 And give ear
all ye of far countries; gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces. The LXX has, “Know, ye Gentiles,
and be conquered; hearken ye, even to the extremity of
the earth: be conquered, after ye strengthened
yourselves; for even if ye should again strengthen
yourselves, ye shall again be conquered.” Theidea
seems to be that no amount of strengthening for war on
the part of Syriaand Israel would yield their desired
results, but rather, they themselves would be conquered.
Girding yourselves in the Biblia Hebraica gives the
same idea as strengthening yourselvesin the LXX. The
ancient peoples would wear long robes that would get in
the way of fast or quick movement, unless they brought
it up to theloin area and there tied or secured in a
fashion that would leave the legs free to move. Thisis
where the expression, “gird up your loins’ comes from.
Barnes explainsit asfollows: “ The ancients wore a
loose, large, flowing robe, or upper garment. When they
labored, or ran, it was necessary to ‘gird’ this up round
the body, or to lay it aside altogether.”

10 Take counsel together, and it shall
come to nought; speak the word, and it
shall not stand; for God [is] with us.
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Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought. In
the words of the Berkeley edition, “Devise aplan and it
shall be frustrated.” These words are directed to Syria
and lsrael, although they could be directed to anyone
who tries to frustrate the plans of the Lord. “What
power shall stay the heavens?’ (D& C 121:33b). 1 Speak
theword, and it shall not stand; for God iswith us.
Henry paints the picture of a people who seem to be
pumping themselves to go out to war. “Y ou prepare for
action; you address yourselves to it with resolution; you
gird on your swords; you gird up your loins. You
animate and encourage yourselves and one another with
all the considerations you can think of ....” But all of
thisisto no account, for with usis God, Immanuel.
Those who act in righteousness need not be concerned
when others take counsel against them, for the Lord is
on their side. We find similar sentiments elsewherein
the scriptures: “ Only rebel not ye against the LORD,
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread
for us: their defence is departed from them, and the
LORD iswith us: fear them not” (Numbers 14:9);
“And, behold, God himself iswith us for our captain,
and his priests with sounding trumpetsto cry alarm
against you. O children of Israel, fight ye not against the
LORD God of your fathers; for ye shall not prosper” (2
Chronicles 13:12); “The LORD of hostsiswith us; the
God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah” (Psalms 46:7 and
46:11). And, “If God be for us, who can be against us?’
(Romans 8:31b). “Elder Henry D. Taylor once referred
to the missionary slogan which the late Elder B. H.
Raoberts adopted when he served as mission president.
The slogan was “Immanuel,” which of course means
“God be with us.” President Roberts also used this
slogan in his discourses, in his correspondence, in
autographing books and photos, and on numerous other
occasions, according to Elder Taylor’sreport (see CR,
Oct. 1975, p. 93)" (Nyman).

11 For the LORD spake thus to me with a
strong hand,” and instructed me that |
should not walk in the way of this people,
saying:

v in strength of hand

For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand. The
Spirit of the Lord most often comesto usin astill small
voice. But there are times when the Spirit is so strong,
that it can be overpowering. It seems that this occasion
was one of those times. Calvin says, “Asif by taking
hold of my hand.” Clarke suggests that ‘with a strong
hand’ the “influence of the prophetic Spirit.” The
Prophet Ezekiel wrote, “And the hand of the LORD was
there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into



the plain, and | will theretalk with thee” (Ezekiel 3:22).
9 And instructed me that | should not walk in the way of
this people, saying: The Lord warned Isaiah not to also
fall victim to the panic and fear of those around him. |
am saddened when there are those who have believed in
the testimony of the Elders have not joined the Church,
out of fear. We make more money on Sunday, they
explain, than in the rest of the week.10 “For, behold,
you should not have feared man more than God.
Although men set at naught the counsels of God, and
despise hiswords— Y et you should have been faithful;
and he would have extended his arm and supported you
againgt all the fiery darts of the adversary; and he would
have been with you in time of trouble” (D& C 3:7-8).

12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all [them
to] whom this people shall say, A
confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor
be afraid.

Say ye not, A confederacy, to all to whom this people
shall say, A confederacy. The ASV uses the word
conspiracy and the Targum, rebellion. The prophet
warns the people against running out in a panic,
listening to those who feared the Syro-Ephraimite
forces. Nor, should Judah join a confederacy with
Assyria. Our confederacy ought to be with the Lord.
Neither fear yetheir fear, nor be afraid. Thisisan
invitation to leave the fear of thisworld to those of this
world. Instead, we are to walk with our confidence

101 1990, Linda & | started looking at new homes, although we
loved our own, it was too small for our growing family. Therewas a
recession and homes were not selling. When we met with our realtor
we told him we did not want the house to be shown on the Sabbath
Day. He countered explained that Sunday and Saturday were the big
daysto sell homes and that if we did not show the house on Sunday,
that we may be greatly reducing our chances. But we l€ft it in the
hands of the Lord. Some months later we received a call from our
agent who was trying to sell the house for us. He told us that someone
who had already seen the house but lived out of town wanted to come
and look at it one more time. On Sunday. While | stood firm on not
showing the house on Sunday, | feel that not al in my household had
gained atestimony of Sabbath day observance. There was some
murmuring, although | was at the end sustained. We found out afew
days later that the potential buyer bought a different home and paid
full price. Asaresult, we lost the opportunity to buy the home Linda
had so much wanted. My faith in God's hand in the matter did not
waver. The story may have ended there, but the postscript is
interesting. We should not plan to see the consequences of al of our
actions rewarded in this lifetime, but sometimes they simply are.
Although other homes were not selling, eventually our home did, and
although it was not as large as the first house it was beautiful and we
got asubstantial price break. Asit turned out, had we bought the
larger home, we would have lost it or become strapped economically.
For over fifteen years, the economic situation faced by the University
of Californiawas such that we got few raises. That year we actually
got atemporary reduction in pay, instead. We simply must not be
moved to walk in the fear of the people, but rather, we need to always
walk in the light of the Lord.
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squarely on the Lord, on the Holy One of Israel. We do
this by staying close to the Spirit, by following the
Prophet, Apostles, and other General and local
authorities.

13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself,
and [let] him [be] your fear, and [let] him
[be] your dread.

Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself. The Targum has,
“The Lord of hosts, him shall ye call holy” (Targum).
And let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.
These are among the most beautiful wordsin Holy
Writ. The fear of the Lord islike no other fear. Any
time the word fear isused in relation to the Lord, the
word takes on an exquisite meaning: trust and hope in
the Lord, or in other words, let the Lord be your hope.
Let us be more worried in offending the Lord than
dreading man.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for
a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a
gin and fer a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

And he shall be for a sanctuary. Lowth prefers the
Vulgate, “And He shall be unto you a sanctuary,” 11 and
thus clearly distinguishes between the consequences for
the righteous in contrast to those who prefer the works
of evil. Calvininsightfully suggests that when we fear
man more than God, we value God as adead idol. The

Hebrew word for a sanctuary is W'IP based on the root

W"_l‘?, to be holy. It can include the notion of a

consecrated holy tent (Gesenius) or the temple,
Holiness to the Lord. Delitzsch explains, “All who
sanctified the Lord of lords He surrounded like temple
walls; hid them in Himself, whilst death and tribulation
reigned without, and comforted, fed, and blessed them
in His own gracious fellowship.” We are frequently
reminded today to stand in holy places: “But my
disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be
moved” (D& C 45:32a); and “Behold, it is my will, that
all they who call on my name, and worship me
according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather
together, and stand in holy places; And prepare for the

1 The Vulgate reads: “et erit vobisin sanctificationemin lapidem
autem offensionis et in petram scandali duabus domibus Israhel in
laqueum et in ruinam habitantibus Hierusalem.” The Douay
trandation has, “And he shall be a sanctification to you: but for a
stone of stumbling and for arock of offence to the two houses of
Israel, for a snare and a ruin to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”



revelation which isto come, when the veil of the
covering of my temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth
the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me
together” (D& C 101:22-23). { But for a stone of
stumbling, and for a rock of offence. When the Christ
child was taken to the Temple, he was blessed by
Simeon who explained that Jesus was the consolation of
Israel and furthermore stated, “Behold, this child is set
for thefall and rising again of many in Israel” (Luke
2:25-35). The JST reads: “Unto you therefore who
believe, heis precious; but unto them who are
disobedient, who stumble at the word, through
disobedience, whereunto they were appointed, a stone
of stumbling, and arock of offense. For the stone which
the builders disallowed, is become the head of the
corner. But ye are a chosen generation, aroyal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvelouslight” (JST 1
Peter:7-9). While many Gentile commentators are quick
to despise the Jews for stumbling against the Rock of
Christ, Calvin suggests that the Christians of hisown
day, also stumbled against the same rock, “when we see
the state of religion throughout the whole Christian
world brought nearly to ruin. Many boast that they are
Christians who are strongly alienated from God, and to
whom Christ is a stone of stumbling.” Certainly it istrue
even today, when the Church of Jesus Christ is upon the
earth, that much of Christendom has stumbled upon The
Rock, and have been offended by the Living Christ.
Although it may sound as a harsh saying, many who
claim to be followers of Christ today, have persecuted
the restored Church, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, and have found offensein Christ. Yet
from the beginning the Lord has made His intentions
clear, that He would restore his ancient covenant

people. In the Title Page of the Book of Mormon we see
that the restored Gospel and Book of Mormon would
reach out “to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that
Jesusisthe CHRIST.”  To both the houses of Israel.
That is, to the divided kingdom of Ephraim and Judah.
Neither would hold fast unto the Lord, but turned after
idols instead. 1 For a gin and a snare to the inhabitants

of Jerusalem. Gin is amore archaic word for trap. 72

isusually used in connection to a bird trap. w’pﬁrz isa

snare, a synonym for trap. From the general (the divided
houses of Isragl and Judah) we go to the specific
(Jerusalem), as to those who would suffer the
consequences for not leaning upon the Lord. Many in
Judah felt that Jerusalem—with the Holy Temple on
Mount Zion—was somehow exempt from punishment.
Through Isaiah, the Lord is letting Judah know that
even Jerusalem would not escape.
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15 And many among them shall stumble
and fall, and be broken, and be snared,
and be taken.

And many among them shall stumble and fall. In this
line is encompassed much of the results of the teachings
of Christ in the New Testament, for there were few who
believed in Him. Not only did the people of Judah and
Israel fal into this trap before Christ was born, so too
during His mortal ministry, and even now. The Lord,
He who created the heavens and the earth under the
direction of the Father would yet be recognized and
honored by few. In each dispensation the nature of this
misunderstanding has changed, but nevertheless the
misunderstandings about the Lord are just as
pronounced today as at any timein the history of man.
Image, the one and only true Church upon the phase of
the whole planet, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, is attacked by many non-members as ‘not a
Christian church.” Yet thisisthe Church that the Lord
established Himself, as the promised restoration that has
been written about from the beginning of time. “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would
| have gathered thy children together, even as ahen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!” (Matthew 23:37).  And be broken, and be snared,
and be taken. Ludlow has, “Using five verbs that
develop a‘downward’ pattern, Isaiah describes the
results befalling those who reject the Lord (v. 15)—they
stumble—they falter in their faith; they fall—they
commit sins, they are snared—they are enticed by
Satan’ s temptations; they are captured—they are turned
over to Satan’s buffetings’ (Ludlow).

vv. 16-22. Those who would be Christ’s disciples give
place to Hiswords; hold on to theiron rod. Christ
would, for atime, hide his face from the house of Jacob.
Isaiah testifies that he will look to the Lord. Isaiah, as
well as his children, are symbolic of the teachings he
was supposed to share with men. Wicked men will seek
to the forces of evil and the dark side, when instead they
should seek God. Those who heed such wicked
practices will only find darkness and lack of hope. They
will starve for things spiritual and blame both their
rulers and their God. The darkness will be so thick that
it can be felt.

16 1 Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among my disciples.




The Targum paraphrase!? here is helpful: “O prophet,
keep the testimony, testify not against them, because
they hearken not; seal and hide the law, [for] they do

not wish to learn therein.” To bind up 73X, meansto

secure, bundle, or tie up something. Barnes suggests,
“The meaning hereis, to secure, to close up—perhaps
by passing a cord or string around the volume, and
making it secure, denoting that it was finished.”
Henderson (leaning on Hitzig), explains: “The

verb 171X can only properly apply to the wrapping up

of a1BY, or volume... The words apply to the

prophetic testimonies which had just been borne to the
Messiah, and other prophetic matter then in existence,
together with the law, in its more extended
signification, as comprising the rest of the Jewish
Scriptures. These might be unheeded, or misconstrued,
as indeed they were, by the great body of the nation; but
they would minister needful instruction and comfort to
the disciples of Christ. For their benefit, they were
carefully to be preserved.” § The law, or rather,

instruction, or doctrine, Torah, ﬂjﬁﬁ. While the terms

is often used to mean the Pentateuch or five books of
Moses, it can mean al of the Hebrew Holy Scriptures,
or Tanakh.13 “In rabbinical Judaism, the scope of Torah
is sometimes expanded to include all of the Scriptures
or even the entirety of God'srevelation” (Holman). In
Deuteronomy the Lord commanded that the scriptures
should be bound to our hearts and hands and become
part of us: “And these words, which | command thee
this day, shall bein thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes”
(Deuteronomy 6:6-8). These words were taken literally
by those who bound the phylacteries as aform of
worship. Asthe destroying angel passed through the
homes marked over with the blood of the Pascal lamb
and did no harm to the inhabitants thereof, through the
acceptance of the Word we can be spiritually protected,
but by rejecting the same we are instead bundled for
destruction and burning. Y A disciple of the Lord has the
same meaning as that of asaint, that is, afollower of
Christ.  The expression bind up the testimony, seal the
law has a very specific meaning in scripture, as alluded
to in the Targum paraphrase. It isthat of inviting others

12 several commentators direct usto Daniel: “But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end:
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (Daniel
12:4, cf. 12:9, 8:26; Revelations 22:10).

13 The three main divisions of the Holy Scriptures are the Law

7170, Prophets "8"210, and Writings 2Y23502.
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to turn and come unto Christ with urgency, for after
such are done away with, God would provide His own
‘sermons’ through war and nature and other disasters,
but not through the warning voice of man.14 The
Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “When you are endowed
and prepared to preach the gospel to all nations,
kindred, and tongues, in your own languages, you must
faithfully warn all, and bind up the testimony, and seal
up the law, and the destroying angel will follow close at
your heels, and exercise his tremendous mission upon
the children of disobedience; and destroy the workers of
iniquity, while the Saints will be gathered out from
among them, and stand in holy places ready to meet the
Bridegroom when He comes” 15 The Prophet Joseph
Fielding Smith therefore taught, “Whenever | goin the
mission field | try to impress this truth upon the
missionaries. They are sent into the world for two
definite purposes; to gather out the scattered people of
the House of Israel who are willing to repent and
receive the Gospel, and to leave all others without
excuse; but it isamighty hard thing to get into the
heads of some missionaries. * * * ‘Therefore, tarry ye,
and labor diligently, that you may be perfected in your
ministry to go forth among the Gentiles for the last
time, as many as the mouth of the Lord shall name, to
bind up the law and seal up the testimony, and to
prepare the saints for the hour of judgment which isto
come’ (D. & C. 88:84).”16 Perhaps we could call this
process the Ezekiel principle, that if a personiswarned
and repents, then both the individual who provided the
warning voice and the person who repents are blessed.
However, if aperson is not warned, he who should have
warned his brother is also condemned (Ezekiel 3:16-
21). Elder McConkie suggests an essential task of a
disciple: “As set forth in latter-day revelation, the
‘disciples,’ those who are the Lord’ s servants, ‘ go forth’
with power given them ‘to seal both on earth and in
heaven, the unbelieving and rebellious; Y ea, verily, to
seal them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall
be poured out upon the wicked without measure’ (D& C
1:8-9) Of these wicked and unbelieving ones the
revealed word says: ‘Behold, and lo, there are noneto
deliver you; for ye obeyed not my voice when | called
to you out of the heavens; ye believed not my servants,
and when they were sent unto you ye received them not.
Wherefore, they sealed up the testimony and bound up
the law, and ye were delivered over unto darkness.

14« And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that
thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them areprover: for they area
rebellious house.” (Ezekiel 3:26).

15 Smith, Joseph Jr. History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Edited by B. H. Roberts. 2d ed., rev. 7 vols. Salt Lake
City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1932-51,
Volumell, p. 309. Also, see TPJS, p. 92.

16 gmiith, Joseph Fielding. The Signs of the Times. Salt Lake City,
Utah: Deseret News Press, 1952. pp. 79-80. See also D& C 88:80-91.



These shall go away into outer darkness where thereis
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth’ (D&C
133:71-73).”17 Brigham Y oung explained: “All we have
yet heard and we have experienced is scarcely a preface
to the sermon that is going to be preached. When the
testimony of the Elders ceases to be given, and the Lord
says to them, "Come home; | will now preach my own
sermons to the nations of the earth,” all you now know
can scarcely be called a preface to the sermon that will
be preached with fire and sword, tempests, earthquakes,
hail, rain, thunders and lightnings, and fearful
destruction. What matters the destruction of afew
railway cars? You will hear of magnificent cities, now
idolized by the people, sinking in the earth, entombing
the inhabitants. The seawill heave itself beyond its
bounds, engulfing mighty cities. Famine will spread
over the nations and nation will rise up against nation,
kingdom against kingdom and states against states, in
our own country and in foreign lands; and they will
destroy each other, caring not for the blood and lives of
their neighbors, of their families, or for their own
lives.18

17 And I will wait upon the LORD, that
hideth his face from the house of Jacob,
and | will look for him.

And | will wait upon the LORD. Isaiah testifies that
while he lives his eyes will look to the Lord and wait
upon Him. What does this beautiful expression, to wait
upon the Lord mean? The idiom appears in Psalms and
Isaiah: “...but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall
inherit the earth” (Psalms 37:9b, cf. 123:2); “But they
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not
faint” (IsalaH 40:31). To me, to wait upon the Lord
means to act when moved upon by the Holy Ghost. To
wait upon the Lord means to put our trust in Himwho is
mighty to save. An example of not waiting upon the
Lord isthat of Saul. When Samuel did not show up at
the appointed time, he took it upon himself to offer the
burn offerings out of the fear for man!® despite the fact
he had no authority to do so. So he told Samuel: “When
| saw that the troops were deserting me...” (1 Samuel

13:11b HCSB) and thus excused himself. While /1277
means to wait for something, ﬂjn‘l‘i? N2isa
beautiful expression about waiting for the Lord. There

17 McConkie, Bruce R. The Messiah Series. Salt Lake City, Utah:
Deseret Book Company, 1978-82. The Promised Messiah, p. 174.

18 Brigham Y oung, Journal of Discourses, Vol. 8, p. 123, July 15,
1860.

19 1 samue 13:8-14.

ISAIAH 8

is nothing passive about the word wait, asit means to
serve the Lord with all of our might, mind and strength.
1 That hideth his face from the house of Jacob. In
Deuteronomy the Lord repeatedly warned the children
of Israel about the consequences of disobedience: “And
he said, | will hide my face from them, | will see what
their end shall be: for they are avery froward generation,
children in whom isno faith” (Deuteronomy 32:20). But
thereisaglorious point here, a hope for the restoration of
Isradl, for the day would come when “Neither will | hide
my face any more from them: for | have poured out my
spirit upon the house of Isradl, saith the Lord GOD”
(Ezekiel 39:29). 1 And | will look for him. This has the
same meaning as that of waiting upon the Lord. Micah's
exclamation isamost identical to that of Isaiah:
“Therefore | will look unto the LorD; | will wait for the
God of my salvation: my God will hear me” (Micah 7:7).

18 Behold, | and the children whom the
LORD hath given me [are] for signs and
for wonders in Israel from the LORD of

hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.

Behold, | and the children whom the LORD hath given
me are for signs and for wondersin Isradl. Isaiah
explains that his own name as well as those of his
children have been given as words of prophecy of the
signs and wonders that would come to pass. Y et, one
may &l so see these comments as representing the
Savior, who “Behold, this child is set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall
be spoken against” (Luke 2:34b). Rather than say that it
isthe Lord who is speaking here—as a number of
commentators do—I would rather think that |saiah was
atype and a shadow of the Savior. So similarly, in this
place, Cheyne, “The conception is, that God selects
certain men to be shadows or types of still greater men
or thingsto come.” Elder McConkie wrote that this
verse shows “that when God gives children to men on
earth, heis simply sending to them his own spirit
offspring.” 20 Isaiah, or Yeshayahu (3178%?), means
Salvation of Yahweh. The work of Isaiah wasto
proclaim that salvation would come through Jehovah. It
would not come through the arm of flesh nor through
idols or false gods, but only through the Lord. Isaiah’s
first son was named Shearjashub, The remnant shall
return, in reference to the latter-day gathering of Isradl.
While few gentile commentators get this point, Kay
insightfully says, “... the terms ‘remnant of Jacob,’
‘remnant of Israel’ (10:21, 22), and remnant of His
people’ (11:11), taken in combination with the words of

20 McConkie, Bruce R. Doctrinal New Testament Commentary,
Volumelll, Salt Lake City, Utah: Bookcraft, 1973, p. 145.



Moses, Deuteronomy 30:2, seemed to point to some
greater restoration; including, it might well seem,
‘broken’ Ephraim (7:8; cp. 11:12). But further; the
name said unqualifiedly ‘the rest:’—might not that
include what Amos had spoken of ‘the rest of Edom,’
and, indeed, ‘all the nations’ (Amos 9:1221; Psalms
22:2722), even Assyriaand Egypt (19:23-25), and ‘the
uttermost part of the earth’ (24:16)? Nay; must it not go
deeper yet? must it not include a redemption of those
who had sunk into the grave (26:19; cp. Hosea 13:1423;
14:7), and the ‘ prisoners gathered in the pit’ (24:22)7”
As LDS we know that the work of the Templesisa
critical part of such redemption, and that through I srael
all the nations of the world would be blessed. Isaiah’s
second son was hamed M aher-shalal-hash-baz, or To
speed to the spoil he hasteneth the prey, in reference to
the punishment that would come upon Syriaand
Ephraim, who sought to destroy Judah. Today they
might well stand for the punishment that would come
upon those who lift up their hand against Isragl. Isaiah
and the prophets were often commanded to not only
give their children special names, but also dress or act
out with prophetic implications.24 § Fromthe LORD of
hosts which dwelleth in mount Zion. Mount Zion seems
to be areference to the House of the Lord, or His Holy
Temple, wherein the Lord made His presence from time
to time. In the last days so would also the Lord make
His presence manifest unto many in His Holy Temples,
and among the pure in heart. “ And inasmuch as my
people build a house unto me in the name of the Lord,
and do not suffer any unclean thing to come into it, that
it be not defiled, my glory shall rest uponit; Yea, and
my presence shall be there, for | will comeinto it, and
all the purein heart that shall comeinto it shall see
God” (D& C 97:15-16). Some scriptures seem to have a
reference to a Millennial day presence of the Lord: “In
that day, saith the LORD, will | assemble her that
halteth, and | will gather her that is driven out, and her
that | have afflicted; And | will make her that halted a
remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation:
and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion
from henceforth, even for ever” (Micah 4.6-7).

21 «Thgt they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth
this.” (Amos 9:12)

22« A|| the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the
LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.”
(Psalms 22:27)

23« will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem
them from death: O death, | will be thy plagues; O grave, | will be thy
destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.” (Hosea 13:14)

24 some notable examplesinclude Isaiah 20:3-4; Ezekiel 4:3, 10-11,
16; Hosea 1:2-4.
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19 And when they shall say unto you:
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits,
and unto wizards that peep and that
mutter--should not a people seek unto
their God? for the living to hear from the
dead?

And when they shall say unto you: Seek unto them that
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep and
mutter. Some will not turn to the Lord and accept the
message of the scriptures and the prophets, but will
prefer to lean upon divination and the arts of the occult.
From the beginning the Lord has been explicit in this
matter: “ Regard not them that have familiar spirits,
neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: | am
the LORD your God” (Leviticus 19:31); “And the soul
that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after
wizards, to go awhoring after them, | will even set my
face against that soul, and will cut him off from among
his people” (Leviticus 20:6). Saul is the sad example of
one who would not wait upon the Lord. Instead of
humbling himself when the Lord did not answer, he
turned to the dark side: “And when Saul enquired of the
LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets’ (1 Samuel 28:6).
1 Should not a people seek unto their God for the living
to hear fromthe dead? Thisis a beautiful question,
should not a people seek unto their God an none else?
Once again, Saul is an example of doing the opposite (1
Samuel 28:7-20).

20 To the law and to the testimony; and if
they speak not according to this word, [it
is] because [there is] no light”in them.

v/ no morning

To the law and to the testimony. Thisisacall to hold
fast to the law and to the testimony, to the sure word of
prophecy and to leave evil things behind. It isacall for
zeal towards God. Barnes well suggeststhat: “Thisisa
solemn call of the prophet to try everything by the
revealed will of God.” We all have to make constant
decisions as to whether we will live our lives with the
constant companionship of the Spirit of the Lord, or
yield to some other spirit. “Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of thisworld, against spiritual
wickednessin high [places]. Wherefore take unto you
the whole armour of God, that ye may be ableto
withstand in the evil day, and having done al, to stand”



(Ephesians 6:11-13). Elder McConkie taught: “Two
spirits are abroad in the earth—one one is of God, the
other of the devil. The spirit which is of God is one that
leads to light, truth, freedom, progress, and every good
thing; on the other hand, the spirit which is of Lucifer
leads to darkness, error, bondage, retrogression, and
every evil thing. One spirit is from above, the other
from beneath; and that which is from beneath never
allows more light or truth or freedom to exist than it can
help.”25 § And if they speak not according to this word,
it is because thereis no light in them. Anything short of
thisword, of the word of the Lord, is becauseit is
spoken without the Spirit of the Lord. The light of the
Gospel truth is absent in such aperson’slife. Helaman
asks: “Yea, how long will ye suffer yourselvesto be led
by foolish and blind guides? Y ea, how long will ye
choose darkness rather than light?’ (Helaman 13:29hb).
There is another allusion here made clear by the ASV
tranglation of the word light, “If they speak not
according to this word, surely thereis no morning
(Y, or dawn, see margin, Gesenius, HALOT, BDB,
and others) for them” (ASV). Such would not partake of
the morning of the first resurrection. According to
Clarke, “R. D. Kimchi says this was the form of an
oath; ‘By the law and by the testimony such and such
things are so.” Now if they had sworn thisfalsdly, itis

because there is not light, no illumination, =T, no

scruple of conscience, in them.” Those who reject the
light of Christ will have to pass through darkness,
through the black of the night.

21 And they shall pass through it hardly
bestead and hungry; and it shall come to
pass that when they shall be hungry, they
shall fret themselves, and curse their king
and their God, and look upward.

And they shall pass through it hardly bestead and
hungry. Or, “And they shall pass through it, sore
distressed and hungry” (ASV). The word hungry may
well mean more than physical hunger, but a hunger for
the companionship and words of the Spirit.  And it
shall come to pass that when they shall be hungry, they
shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their

25 McConkie, Bruce R. Mormon Doctrine. 2d ed. Salt Lake City,
Utah: Bookcraft, 1966, p. 270.
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God,26 and look upward. Men will blame God and king
for their misfortunes. Job’ s wife suggested a way for
Job to escape his misery: “Then said his wife unto him,
Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and
die’ (Job 2:9).

22 And they shall look unto the earth and
behold trouble, and darkness, dimness of
anguish, and [they shall be] driven to
darkness.

And they shall look unto the earth and behold trouble,
and darkness, dimness of anguish. Dimnessis
sometimes tranglated as gloom. Everywhere they shall
look, they will see the horrors of darkness and anguish.
“This darkness was owing to the ‘ hiding away of God's
face’ from the sinful people”’ (Kay). 1 And shall be
driven to darkness. Or, “and into thick darkness they
shall be driven away” (ASV, cf. Kay). Lowth says,
“palpable Egyptian darkness’ asin “And the LORD
said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven,
that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness which may be felt” (Exodus 10:21). Thisisthe
type of darkness seen before Christ came to the
American continent, and ministered to some of His
other sheep (3 Nephi 8:20-23).

NOTE: Verse 23 in the Hebrew scriptures constitutes
verse 9:1inthe KJV.

26 See | SAIAH 9:4, for anote on “their king and their God” vs. “his
king and his God.”
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